THE  FOUR  GEORGES
power: let our intercourse, therefore, be restricted to
that, and I will distinctly subscribe to the condition
which you require through Lady Cholmondeley that,
even in the event of any accident happening to my
daughter (which I trust Providence in His mercy will
prevent) I shall not infringe the terms of the restriction
by proposing, at any period, a connection of a more
particular nature. I shall now finally close this dis-
agreeable correspondence, trusting that, as we have
completely explained ourselves to each other, the rest
of our lives will be passed in uninterrupted tran-
quillity."1
After the separation Caroline lived at Blackheath, and
by 1806 rumours of her indiscretions were so widespread
that a secret inquiry into her conduct was instituted.
She emerged from it with less stain on her character than
had been anticipated, and as soon as peace came she went
abroad, where she travelled for some years. Princess
Charlotte was the true child of such ill-assorted parents,
for she was both impetuous and undignified. At one
time a marriage was arranged for her with the Prince of
Orange. She demanded an assurance that she should not
have to reside out of England, and also that after her
wedding her mother should be received by her husband.
She received neither; so when her father sent her a list
of suggested wedding-guests with her mother's name
omitted, she returned it after deleting that of her fiance.
In the end, she broke off the engagement, not least owing
to the influence of Brougham.2
The Regent was now experiencing the common fate of
the Guelphs, that is to say, the undutiful son in due
1  Quoted by Fulford, R.: George the Fourth, pp. 75-76.
2  cf. Aspinall, A.: Lord Brougham and the Whig Party, p. 102.
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